Radiation necrosis of the brain in melanoma patients successfully treated with ipilimumab, three case studies.
Metastasis to the brain is a frequent event in patients with advanced melanoma. Despite treatment with neurosurgery, pancranial irradiation and high-precision conformal radiotherapy, the prognosis of patients suffering from melanoma brain metastasis has remained very poor. Ipilimumab is a new effective immunotherapy for the treatment of advanced melanoma and has demonstrated activity against brain metastases. We report three patients successfully treated with ipilimumab who subsequently developed focal necrosis of the brain following prior radiotherapy of their melanoma brain metastases. As new active systemic treatment options become available that improve the survival of patients with melanoma brain metastases, adequate diagnosis and management of the late sequela from radiation to the brain is likely to gain importance in the management of these patients.